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Barbados is an island, located in the Atlantic Ocean
59¢ 37' West and 13° 04' North of the Equator. 1tis the
most easterly in the chain of Caribbean Islands lying
approximately 160.9 kilometres to the east of its nearest
neighbour. St. Vincent.

Coral stone constitutes the island’s base rather than
volcanic activity, and the land is relatively flat with many
beaches. a few rolling hills, deep ridges and gullies. The
island is 34 kilometres long and 23 kilometres wide with an
area of approximately 430 square kilometres. The highest
point is 1.100 feet. located at Mount Hillaby, St. Andrew. one
of the Island’s eleven (11) parishes.

Archaeological evidence indicates that Arawak Indians
inhabited Barbados prior to the settlement of the English at
Holetown in 1625. Until 1966, when Barbados became an
independent nation, it was a British colony. The Parliament
in Barbados which dates from 1639 is the third oldest in the
world.

His Excellency Sir Clifford Husbands is the Governor-
General of Barbados. The Honourable David J. H. Thompson
is the Prime Minister and the Honourable Mia A. Mottley is
the Leader of the Opposition. Barbados has a long tradition
of political and social stability. This factor. coupled with its
democratic system of Government makes it one of the most
stable locations in the world for business.

Bridgetown, which celebrated 375 years in 2003. is the
capital and is situated in the south-westin the parish of
St. Michael. It is the centre of sophisticated international
telecommunication services and infrastructure. This city
plays host to the Securities Exchange of Barbados (SEB),
off-shore companies, a modern deep water harbour and the
redeveloped Kensingston Oval, where the 2007 cricket world
cup final was played.

Other major towns are Speightstown and Holetown in
the North and Oistins in the South of the Island. The
climate is sunny all year round, with an average daytime
high of 75°-85°F. The coolest months are usually January to
April, while the hottest are July to September. The atmosphere
is cooled by prevailing gentle north-east trade winds. Its

climatic conditions and geographical make-up help to boost
Barbados as a dream destination.

Tourism plays a vital role in the Barbadian economy,
since it is a major contributor of foreign exchange earnings.
There are many places of interest including Harrison’s
Cave, one of the finest cave systems in the world. The
principal crop is sugar cane.

At the end of the year 2008, Barbados’ resident
population was 275,300 persons. Statistics from Census
2000 revealed that 92% were of African descent and the
other 8% were white, or mixed.

The language spoken is English and education is
compulsory from ages 5-16. Barbados boasts of a 98%
literacy rate. A highly religious community, 70% of the
population are Anglican, Catholic, Methodist and Moravian.
The other 30% are affiliated with other denominations.

2006 2007 2008

Mean relative humidity (%) 77.0 77.0 80.0
Annual rainfall (mm) 1,147.8 12745 1,478.7
Total number of rain days 141 1“1 145

2v80 2007 2008

Total Population 2740 2747 2753
Male 132.0 1327 133.1
Female 142.0 1420 1422

Population Density
(per square km) 637.1  638.8 640.2

Birth Rate per 1000 12.4 12.9 12.9

Death Rate per 1000 8.5 8.1 9.0

Infant Mortality Rate per 1000  11.1 13.0 18.3

Live Births (’000) 3.42 3.54 3.55

Rate of Natural Increase
per 1000 3.9 4.8 3.9

Population Growth Rate (%) 0.2 0.3 0.2

Total Adult Population
(’000 persons) 2116 2121 2127
Male 100.1  100.3  100.6
Female 115 111.8  112.1


















